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U.N. acknowledges
making mistakes •
By ROBERT PEAR
The New York Times

WASHINGTON— Medical experts
working for the United Nations say
they grossly underestimated the
spread of the AIDS virus worldwide,
and they now believe that new infec
tions are occurring almost twice as
fast as they thought a year ago. In
stead of 8,200 new infections a day,
they nowbelieve there are 16,000.

The new data, which began circu
lating yesterday among American of
ficials in Washington and will be is
sued today in Paris, suggest that
30.6 million people around the world
are now living with the virus that
causes AIDS. The last estimate, for
1996, was 22.6 million.

Some of the increase results from
actual spread of the virus, and some
from new methods of collecting data
and making estimates, which U.N. of
ficials think give a more accurate pic
ture. The United Nations did not say
how much of the increase was attrib
utable to each factor.

The U.N. estimates that 2.3 million
people worldwide will die of AIDS
this year, an increase of more than
50 percent from an estimate that 1.5
million people died of it in 1996.

Two-thirds of the people infected
with the human immunodeficiency
virus live in sub-Saharan Africa, and
the U.N. expertssaid the epidemic in
that region hadbeen badly underesti
mated.

Asked about the new estimates,
Sandra Thurman, director of the

White House Office of National AIDS
Policy, said: "These numbers are so
overwhelming that they numb the
mind. We knew the numbers would
increase. But I was surprised to leam
how far off the mark we were in our
estimates of how the epidemic is pro:
gressing globally."

Gareth Jones, a spokesman for the
U.N. Program on HIV/AIDS, said:
"New infections are occurring at an
alarming rate. In addition, it does ap
pear that previous calculations gross
ly underestimated the rate of trans
mission" of the virus. :

Yesterday, Jones said: "The older
estimates were based on data that
came from a small number of coun
tries. It was assumed that one could
extrapolate similar rates of transmis
sion for all countries in a particular
region, assuming that regional fac
tors would be pretty much the same.
It turns out that that assumption was
wrong."

For the new estimates, Jones said,
"we replaced regional models with
separate models constructed for each
country."

The United Nations estimates that
1,600 children under 15 are infected
with the AIDS virus daily, up from
last year's estimate of 1,000 children
a day. Moreover, it says, 1,200 chil
dren die of AIDS each day, up from
the prior estimate of 1,000.

New tables prepared by theWorld
Health Organization show that of the
5.8 pillion people. newly înfected
'with the AIDS virus this year, 4 mil-
!lion are in sub-Saharan;^rica,.:l,3
^inillion are in Soiith Asia and'South
east Asia, and 30,000 are in Westeiii
Europe. The estimated number of
new mfections in North America this
year is 44,000. '
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